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The House met at 2 p.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, creator of all and guide of
history, on October 22, 1978, Your serv-
ant and priest, Karol Wojtyla, greeted
the world, as John Paul II in St. Pe-
ter’s Square, with the words: ‘“‘Be not
afraid!”

He wrote later that he could not fully
know how far these words would take
him and the whole world into the fu-
ture. ‘“Their meaning came more from
the Holy Spirit than the man who
spoke them,”’ he said.

Lord, his exhortation, ‘Be not
afraid!” is to be interpreted now as
having very broad meaning. In a cer-
tain sense, it remains an exhortation
addressed to all people, an exhortation
to conquer fear in the present world
and every situation.

It is a prayerful exhortation ad-
dressed to America and Members of
Congress today: ‘‘Have no fear of that
which you yourselves and the founders
of this great country have created.
Have no fear of all that human history
has produced. Have no fear of a world
that is every day becoming more dan-
gerous to the human perspective. Have
no fear of yourselves!”’

You, Lord God, are the source of hope
and strength which conquers every fear
and sets us free. In You, Lord God,
there is more power than anything
man, woman, or child could imagine or
fear. With You, Lord God, people of
faith can take bold steps themselves to
rid the world of fear and plant seeds of
hope for the least and the most threat-
ened in our midst.

Through You, Lord God, we find
peace, reconciliation, unity and free-
dom, now and forever.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-

ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. BURGESS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monohan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate agreed to the following
resolution:

S. RES. 93

Whereas Howell T. Heflin served as a
United States Marine from 1942-1946 and was
awarded the Silver Star for bravery;

Whereas Howell T. Heflin served as Chief
Justice of the Alabama Supreme Court from
1971-1977;

Whereas Howell T. Heflin served the people
of Alabama with distinction for 18 years in
the United States Senate; and

Whereas Howell T. Heflin served the Sen-
ate as Chairman of the Select Committee on
Ethics in the ninety-sixth and one hundredth
to one hundred-second Congresses;

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with
profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of the Honorable
Howell T. Heflin, formerly a Senator from
the State of Alabama.

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate
communicate these resolutions to the House
of Representatives and transmit an enrolled
copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns
today, it stand adjourned as a further mark
of respect to the memory of the Honorable
Howell T. Heflin.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed with an amendment

in which the concurrence of the House
is requested, a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 95. Concurrent Resolution es-
tablishing the congressional budget for the
United States Government for fiscal year
2006, revising appropriate budgetary levels
for fiscal year 2005, and setting forth appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2007
through 2010.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendment to
the bill (H. Con. Res. 95) entitled ‘‘Con-
current resolution establishing the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2006,
revising appropriate budgetary levels
for fiscal year 2005, and setting forth
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal
years 2007 through 2010.”’, and requests
a conference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints

Mr. GREGG, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. SAR-
BANES and Mrs. MURRAY, to be the con-
ferees on the part of the Senate.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 4
of rule I, the Speaker signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bills on Monday, March
21, 2005:

H.R. 1270, to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the Leak-
ing Underground Storage Tank Trust
Fund financing rate;

S. 686, for the relief of the parents of
Theresa Marie Schiavo.

————

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO
DECLARE A RECESS ON WEDNES-
DAY, APRIL 6, 2005, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF RECEIVING IN
JOINT MEETING HIS EXCEL-
LENCY, VIKTOR YUSHCHENKO,
PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that it may be in order
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at any time on Wednesday, April 6,
2005, for the Speaker to declare a re-
cess, subject to the call of the Chair,
for the purpose of receiving in joint
meeting His Excellency, Viktor
Yushchenko, President of Ukraine.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from
Florida?

There was no objection.

———

SOCIAL SECURITY

(Mr. SHAW asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I want to
introduce to my colleagues someone
that they may already know, Ida May
Fuller. Ida May was the recipient of
the first Social Security check ever
issued. In 1940, the year Ida May began
collecting, $Social Security was a
dream come true for retiring Ameri-
cans.

For every Ida May, there were 42
younger workers contributing to her
retirement. Ida May worked under So-
cial Security for 3 years, paid in $24
and got more than $22,000 in benefits.
Ida May Fuller got one heck of a deal.

Fast forward now to 2005, March 15,
2005, the day that my 15th grandchild
was born, Keegan Riley Shaw. Today,
there are only three workers sup-
porting each retiree; and soon, it will
dwindle to two.

If we do not act now to save Social
Security, when Keegan walks across
the stage at his college graduation, a
diploma will not be the only thing he is
handed. Try a $600 billion-a-year tax
hike. And when Keegan retires and
goes to his mailbox to get his Social
Security check, unlike Ida May, he will
be opening a giant I0U.

I am fighting so that my grand-
children, and every grandchild in
America, have a secure retirement,
just like Ida May. Let us start talking
about the next generation, not the next
election.

——
PRIVATIZING SOCIAL SECURITY

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, like most of my
colleagues, I have recently spent time
traveling through my district and lis-
tening to my constituents. The Presi-
dent’s plan to privatize Social Security
was the number one issue for many of
my constituents.

Not everyone has the means or abil-
ity to prepare for the future, and none
of us can protect our families against
all the misfortunes that can sweep us
into economic hard times.

Mr. Speaker, the President’s plan to
privatize Social Security is social inse-
curity, not social security. By forcing
people, especially seniors, to rely on
private accounts that fluctuate with
the market, the President is gambling
with our economic safety net. When
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the market loses ground, as it has in
the past year, the safety net for Amer-
ica’s seniors could be yanked away, not
only for the seniors, Mr. Speaker, but
for the survivors and the children.

We need to make sure that Social Se-
curity will continue to provide the
same safety net against poverty that it
has for almost 70 years.

——————

GRATEFUL FOR BEING HERE AND
THE LEADERSHIP IN THE HOUSE

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, just like
the gentlewoman from Texas, I re-
turned from my district late last night.

On the plane ride up here, I could not
help but reflect on how grateful I am to
my constituents for allowing me the
opportunity to serve here in Congress;
and, Mr. Speaker, I also reflected on
the fact that I was grateful for the
leadership we have in this House. I am
grateful for the leadership we have in
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
DELAY), our majority leader.

The majority leader has his critics.
None of us are without fault, but re-
cently it seems we cannot pick up a
paper without some half-truth or con-
jecture being put out there as fact. I
guess the game plan is to heck with
facts, just keep repeating it and even-
tually it will receive believability.

Mr. Speaker, our majority leader is a
target because he is so effective. They
cannot beat him in the arena of public
debate. Their policies do not sell in the
marketplace of ideas.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
look back at 10 years of electoral de-
feats on the other side to prove the
point. Well, if they cannot outwork
him and outthink him, if people are
not buying what they are selling, then
the game plan apparently is to tarnish
our majority leader, and maybe then
they can change the equation.

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for our
majority leader, and I am grateful to
be working with him. This rank-and-
file Member will stand with him. I
would rather be working with our lead-
er than running with the pack.

———

KEEP THE TRUST IN SOCIAL
SECURITY

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
noted with interest my colleague from
Florida talking about Ida May Fuller,
the first recipient of a Social Security
check January 31, 1940. I, too, think
that she is a symbol of what this de-
bate is about. The debate is about our
commitment to assure that our seniors
and disabled and widows and survivors
are not subjected to a life of poverty.

We do have far fewer workers today
than we had for each Social Security
recipient. We also have far fewer de-
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pendents today. In many households
today there are more workers than
there are dependents. We are changing,
but this was part of a plan that was ap-
proved by President Reagan and Demo-
cratic Speaker Tip O’Neill to change
the Social Security program in 1983 to
build up a $1.3 trillion surplus that will
continue building up in the future.

We do not have a problem if we keep
the trust in Social Security and use
that surplus for what it is used for,
rather than spend it on tax cuts for
people who do not need it or other friv-
olous government spending.

I strongly urge that we Kkeep the
commitment to the Ida May Fullers of
the future by using that money for
what it was intended.

——————

TOP PRINCIPALS IN GEORGIA

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
today I would like to honor a few of
Georgia’s top educators. The following
principals, Robin Lattizori of Mt. Beth-
el Elementary School, Angela Bailey of
Mountain View Elementary School,
Ron Wade of Centennial High School,
Dr. Michael Johnson of Kell High
School, and Dr. Edward Spurka of
Roswell High School, all have been
named one of the top 10 principals in
Georgia by the State’s PTA.

These principals do not just teach;
they reach. They inspire students and
teachers, and they encourage our kids
and our teachers and our parents to
work in concert, resulting in more of
our young people expanding their hori-
zons and their dreams.

Mr. Speaker, as we all know, teach-
ing is more than reciting material out
of a textbook and hoping that students
absorb the information, and being a
principal is more than making certain
the doors open on time. The love, dedi-
cation, and inspiration these leaders
display on a daily basis set them apart.
They are the energy behind the bright
lights of our education system and are
working to nurture tomorrow’s leaders.

To each of them I send a hearty con-
gratulations and thank you; but most
importantly, your students, their par-
ents, and the teachers thank you for
the passion with which you do your
job. Well done.

———

NEED TO REIN IN FEDERAL
JUDICIARY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the Presi-
dent signed into law a bill ordering
courts to take a new look, a de novo
look, at the Terri Schiavo case. In
legal terms, this means that a court
must approach a case as if they have
no prior knowledge of the facts. In a
death penalty case, a de novo order re-
opens the entire case, and the judge
issues a stay on the execution.
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